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(2) That it at first increases then decreases the frequency of the 
heart-beat. (3) That the latter effect is not due to stimulation of 
the cardio-inhibitory centre, but to an effect upon the heart-muscle. 
(4) That the drug causes clonic spasms. 

Dr. Ott’s conclusions, practically, are in harmony with those of 
Troitzky, the latter designating as a local-inhibitory centre that 
which Dr. Ott refers to the cardiac muscle itself.— Archives 
of Medicine , February, 1883. 


The Sleep-producing Power of Ozone. —Binz has re¬ 
ported additional experiments with ozone gas as a hypnotic. He 
made forty-three trials upon twelve persons. In six experiments 
the results were nil ; in the remainder, more or less sleep was pro¬ 
duced. The ozone was produced by two of Grove’s cells. As it 
is irritating to the air-passages it was freely mixed with air. The 
sleep produced was unaccompanied by any disturbance of func¬ 
tion. Binz states that ozone brought in contact with brain tissue 
acts upon it much as do certain narcotics. He recommends the 
use of ozone in asthma, as its inhalation is accompanied with 
greater ease in respiration.— Berlin, klin . Wock., No. 43, 1882. 


Paraldehyde as a Substitute for Chloral Hydrate.— 
Dr. V. Cervello reports the results of his experience with paral¬ 
dehyde. He claims that this has a hypnotic power equal to that of 
chloral hydrate, without the disadvantages of the latter drug. 

Paraldehyde is a colorless fluid, boiling at 124 0 C. ; sp. grav., at 
15 0 C., 0.998 ; it crystallizes when cooled, melting again at 105° C.; 
it is slightly soluble in water. The formula is C 6 H 18 O s . 

As a hypnotic its action is somewhat like chloral; yet in ordi¬ 
nary doses it does not depress the respiratory centres or the heart- 
action. Paraldehyde acts chiefly upon the cerebral hemispheres, 
but to a less extent upon the medulla and cord. In large doses 
it paralyzes the respiratory centres. 

The exact dose is not laid down. In some cases one to four 
grammes were sufficient; in others, 10 grammes were given with¬ 
out disturbance. The drug is best given in syrup solutions con¬ 
taining three per cent. The taste is not unpleasant .—Archiv /. 
exp. Path . u . Pharmacology October, 1882. 

[Morselli and Bergesio, at the meeting of the Italian Medical 
Association, September, 1882, reported upon the use of paralde¬ 
hyde among the insane. They found it a safe and efficient seda¬ 
tive and hypnotic in cases of mania, etc. The dose used was two 
to three grammes.] 


.The Headache of Adolescents. —Charcot has given a 
clinical picture of the headache which attacks boys between the 
ages of eleven and sixteen. Aside from rest and general hygienic 
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management, he recommends hydrotherapy as the most efficient 
single agent in its treatment— Progrh mid., No 47, 1882. 


The Stimulating Properties of Oats.—M. A. Sansom has 
isolated an active principle from the pericarp of oats, which he has 
found to stimulate the neuro-muscular excitability of horses. He 
calls the substance avenine . It belongs to the group of alkaloids. 
It exists in varying amounts in the different kinds of oats. The 
experiments of M. Sansom, in a measure, bear out the statement 
that there are medicinal properties in tincture of avena sativa.— 
L'union medical, Jan. 6, 1883. 


Cauterization of the Clitoris in the Treatment of 
Hysteria. —Dr. N. Friedreich believes, with Baker Brown, that 
many cases of hysteria are caused by masturbation. Further, he 
is of opinion that in neuropathic females an over-sensitiveness of 
the sexual organs may exist, which acts upon the spinal and cere¬ 
bral centres, causing hysterical symptoms, without there being 
actual, voluntary masturbation. He treats these cases by cauter¬ 
izing the clitoris. The operation is most painful, but the results 
are so remarkable and agreeable that the patients, says Dr. F., 
never object to a repetition. Eight cases are reported, and all 
were ultimately cured. In two cases there were relapses, and the 
cauterization was repeated. In three other cases the cauteriza¬ 
tion had to be repeated. The disease was in all instances very 
marked, there being paralyses, general convulsions, hystero- 
epilepsy, etc.— Virchow's Archiv , Bd. xc, p. 220. 


Recent Cases of Nerve-stretching for Sciatica. —Dr. 
J. G. Carpenter, of Stanford, Ky., reports the case of a man, aged 
fifty-seven, with inherited rheumatic diathesis. He had had rheu¬ 
matism since 1852, and sciatica in the right limb every winter 
since 1875. All forms of local and general treatment having 
failed, the nerve was stretched March 14, 1882. The neurilemma 
was found to be thickened, congested, and attached strongly to 
surrounding tissues. The nerve was pulled upon until it was 
about two inches longer than at first. The wound healed well, 
but there was paresis of the bladder for a few days. The ex¬ 
tensor proprius pollicis, extensor longus digitorum, tibialis anticus, 
and peroneal muscles were completely paralyzed by the nerve¬ 
stretching, and they did not all regain power until the following 
September. The patient was “ hysterical and neurasthenic ” for 
two months after the operation, but the relief of pain was im¬ 
mediate and complete.— St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Jan. 1883. 

Dr. Macleod has published a case of obstinate sciatica which 
had resisted all ordinary remedies, including blisters and the 



